BIOGRAPHICAL DICTIONARY.                                  370

pestilence had prevailed in Egypt that year and carried off, its is said, sis hundred
thousand persons in the capital and the provinces.    On the 15th of Ramadan, A. H.
358 (2nd of August, A. D. 969), al-Moizz received intelligence of the conquest of
Egypt by his troops.    Some time after, the dromedary express arrived with a dis-
patch containing an account of the conquest.    Djawhar wrote repeatedly to al-Moizz,
requesting him in the most pressing terms to come to Egypt, and soon after, he
informed him by a courier that Egypt, Syria and Hijaz were brought into perfect
order and that the prayer was offered up in his name throughout all those countries.
This news gave al-Moizz the utmost satisfaction and, as soon as his authority was con-
solidated in Egypt, he set out, after naming Bolukkin Ibn Ziri IbnMenad (t?ol. 1.
p. 267) as his lieutenant governor in Ifrikiya.    He took with him an immense sum
of money and a number of very influential and powerful chiefs.    He started from
al-Mansuriya (2), the seat of his empire, on Monday, the 21st of Shawwal, A. H.
361 (5th August, A. D. 972) and proceeded to Sardaniya (3) where he stopped in
order to rally his officers, followers and all those who were to accompany him.
Whilst at that station he ratified Bolukkin's nomination, the date of which has been
already given in his biographical notice.    He departed thence on Thursday, the 5th
of Safar 362 (15th Nov. A. D. 972) and continued his march, halting at certain
places for a few days and, atother times, proceeding with great speed.    On hisway,
he passed through Barka and entered Alexandria on Saturday, the 23rd ShaMn of
the same year (29th May, A. D, 973).    He went in on horseback and proceeded to
the bath.    Abu Tabir Mohammad Ibn Ahmad, kddi of Misr (Old Cairo}, accompanied
by the chief men of the country, waited on him (in Alexandria) and offered him
their salutations.    He held a sitting near the light-house, in order to receive them
and, addressing to them along speech, he said that he had come to Egypt, not for the
purpose of augmenting his dominions and his wealth but of maintaining the true
faith, protecting pilgrims and making war against the infidels.   He declared his
resolution to close his life in theexercice of good works and to act in conformity
with the orders he had received from his ancestor, the Prophet [Muhammad]*   He
then preached to them and made a Jofcg exhortation which drew tears from some of
those who were present; after which, he arrayed the k&di and other persons of the *
assembly in robes of honour, made each of them a present of a horse (or mwte), ready
harnessed, and dismissed them*   Towards the end of the month of Shab&n, lie left
Alexandria and, on Saturday, the 2nd of Ramadan (6lh June, A. D. 973), he stopped